Action Agenda 09-27-04

· Consider resolution call for a special election to be held on December 14, 2004 with three questions. Roll Call Vote:

RESOLUTION RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF


SCHOOL BUILDING BONDS AND CALLING AN ELECTION THEREON

BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board of Independent School District No. 721, State of Minnesota, as follows:

1.
(a)  The board hereby finds and determines that it is necessary and expedient for the school district to borrow money in an aggregate amount not to exceed $35,000,000 and not to exceed any limitation upon the incurring of indebtedness which shall be applicable on the date or dates of the issuance of any bonds, for the purpose of providing funds for the acquisition and betterment of school sites and facilities, including the purchase of land for and the construction and equipping of a new elementary school facility in New Market and a new elementary school facility in New Prague; and the repair, renovation, upgrading, equipping and construction of improvements to the existing Intermediate school facility.  The question on the borrowing of funds for these purposes shall be School District Ballot Question 1 on the school district ballot at the special election held to authorize said borrowing.

(b)  The board also finds and determines that it is necessary and expedient for the school district to borrow money in an aggregate amount not to exceed $24,600,000 and not to exceed any limitation upon the incurring of indebtedness which shall be applicable on the date or dates of the issuance of any bonds, for the purpose of providing funds for the acquisition and betterment of school sites and facilities, including the purchase of land for and the construction and equipping of a new elementary school facility in Lonsdale; and the construction and equipping of an addition to the existing high school facility.  The question on the borrowing of funds for these purposes shall be School District Ballot Question 2 on the school district ballot at the special election held to authorize said borrowing.  The passage of said School District Ballot Question 2 shall be contingent upon the approval of School District Ballot Question 1 as described above and herein.

(c)  The board also finds and determines that it is necessary and expedient for the school district to borrow money in an aggregate amount not to exceed $2,500,000 and not to exceed any limitation upon the incurring of indebtedness which shall be applicable on the date or dates of the issuance of any bonds, for the purpose of providing funds for the acquisition and betterment of school sites and facilities, including the construction and equipping of a swimming pool addition to the existing high school facility  The question on the borrowing of funds for these purposes shall be School District Ballot Question 3 on the school district ballot at the special election held to authorize said borrowing.  The passage of said School District Ballot Question 3 shall be contingent upon the approval of both School District Ballot Question 1 and School District Ballot Question 2 as described above and herein.

2.
 MERGEFIELD Metro_Districts The actions of the administration in consulting with the Minnesota Department of Education, causing a proposal to be prepared for submission on behalf of the board to the Commissioner of Education for the Commissioner's Review and Comment and taking such other actions as necessary to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 123B.71, as amended, are hereby ratified and approved in all respects.  The actual holding of the special election specified herein to approve any ballot question shall be contingent upon the receipt of a positive Review and Comment from the Commissioner of Education on the projects included in that ballot question.

The clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause the Commissioner's Review and Comment to be published in the legal newspaper of the school district at least twenty (20) but not more than sixty (60) days prior to the date of the special election as specified in paragraph 3 of this resolution.

3.
The questions of the borrowing of said funds in the maximum amounts specified above shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the school district at a special election, which is hereby called and directed to be held on Tuesday, December 14, 2004, between the hours of 7:00 o'clock a.m. and 8:00 o'clock p.m. 

4.
Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 205A.11, the school district combined polling places and the precincts served by those polling places, as previously established and designated by school board resolution for school district elections not held on the day of a statewide election, are hereby designated for this special election.

The clerk is hereby authorized and directed to prepare a notice to any voters who will be voting at a combined polling place for this special election.  The notice must be sent by nonforwardable mail to every affected household in the school district with at least one registered voter.  The notice must be mailed no later than fourteen (14) days before the date of the election.  A notice that is returned as undeliverable must be forwarded immediately to the appropriate county auditor.  The notice must include the following information: the date of the election, the hours of voting and the location of the voter's polling place.  This notice may be in the same form as the notice of special election to be published and posted.

5.
The clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause written notice of said special election to be given to the county auditor of each county in which the school district is located, in whole or in part, and to the Commissioner of Education, at least fifty-three (53) days prior to the date of said election.  The notice shall specify the date of said special election and the title and language for each ballot question to be voted on at said special election.

The clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause notice of said special election to be posted at the administrative offices of the school district at least ten (10) days before the date of said special election.

The clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause a sample ballot to be posted at the administrative offices of the school district at least four (4) days before the date of said special election and to cause a sample ballot to be posted in each combined polling place on election day.  The sample ballot shall not be printed on the same color paper as the official ballot.

The clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause notice of said special election to be published in the official newspaper of the school district, for two (2) consecutive weeks with the last publication being at least one (1) week before the date of said election.

The notice of election so posted and published shall state the questions to be submitted to the voters as set forth in the form of ballot below, and shall include information concerning each established precinct and polling place.

6.
The clerk is authorized and directed to secure goldenrod colored ballot boxes for the deposit of ballots at each polling place and to acquire and distribute such election materials as may be necessary for the proper conduct of this special election.

7.
The clerk is further authorized and directed to cause goldenrod colored printed ballots to be prepared for use at said election in substantially the following form, with such changes in form, color and instructions as may be necessary to accommodate an optical scan voting system:


SCHOOL DISTRICT QUESTION BALLOT


INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 721

(NEW PRAGUE AREA SCHOOLS)


SPECIAL ELECTION


DECEMBER 14, 2004
___________________________________________________________________________


To vote for a question, put an (X) in the square next to the word "YES" for that question.



To vote against a question, put an (X) in the square next to the word "NO" for that question.

___________________________________________________________________________
SCHOOL DISTRICT BALLOT QUESTION 1
APPROVAL OF SCHOOL DISTRICT BOND ISSUE
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	YES

NO
	Shall the school board of Independent School District No. 721 (New Prague Area Schools) be authorized to issue its general obligation school building bonds in an amount not to exceed $35,000,000 to provide funds for the acquisition and betterment of school sites and facilities, including the purchase of land for and the construction and equipping of a new elementary school facility in New Market and a new elementary school facility in New Prague; and the repair, renovation, upgrading, equipping and construction of improvements to the existing middle school facility?


BY VOTING "YES" ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION, YOU ARE VOTING FOR A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE.




SCHOOL DISTRICT BALLOT QUESTION 2

APPROVAL OF SCHOOL DISTRICT BOND ISSUE
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	YES

NO
	If School District Ballot Question 1 is approved, shall the school board of Independent School District No. 721 (New Prague Area Schools) be authorized to issue its general obligation school building bonds in an amount not to exceed $24,600,000 to provide funds for the acquisition and betterment of school sites and facilities: including the construction and equipping of an addition to the existing high school facility and  the purchase of land for and the construction and equipping of a new elementary school facility in Lonsdale
BY VOTING "YES" ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION, YOU ARE VOTING FOR A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE.




SCHOOL DISTRICT BALLOT QUESTION 3

APPROVAL OF SCHOOL DISTRICT BOND ISSUE
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	YES

NO
	If School District Ballot Questions 1 and 2 are approved, shall the school board of Independent School District No. 721 (New Prague Area Schools) be authorized to issue its general obligation school building bonds in an amount not to exceed $2,500,000 to provide funds for the acquisition and betterment of school sites and facilities, including the construction and equipping of a swimming pool addition to the existing high school facility?


BY VOTING "YES" ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION, YOU ARE VOTING FOR A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE.




On the back of all ballots shall be printed "OFFICIAL BALLOT," the date of the election, and lines for the initials of two judges.  The printing shall be so placed as to be visible when the ballot is properly folded for deposit.

8.
If the school district will be contracting to print the ballots for this special election, the clerk is hereby authorized and directed to prepare instructions to the printer for layout of the ballot.  Before a contract in excess of $1,000 is awarded for printing ballots, the printer shall furnish, in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, Section 204D.04, a sufficient bond, letter of credit or certified check acceptable to the clerk in an amount not less than $1,000 conditioned on printing the ballots in conformity with the Minnesota election law and the instructions delivered.  The clerk shall set the amount of the bond, letter of credit, or certified check in an amount equal to the value of the purchase.

9.
The clerk is hereby authorized and directed to begin assembling names of trained election judges to serve at the combined polling places during the special election.  The election judges shall act as clerks of election, count the ballots cast and submit the results to the school board for canvass in the manner provided for other school district elections.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by ____________________________.  On a roll call vote, the following voted in favor:

and the following voted against:

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

