Action Items  08/20/2007
·  Approve resolution relating to the election of School Board Members and calling the School District General Election
Extract of Minutes of Meeting of

School Board of New Prague Area Schools,

Independent School District No. 721

State of Minnesota


Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the School Board of Independent School District No. 721 (New Prague), State of Minnesota, was held in said School District on Monday, August 20, 2007, at 6 p.m.


The following members were present:


The following members were absent:


Member ________________________ introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:

NEW PRAGUE AREA SCHOOLS

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 721

RESOLUTION RELATING TO THE ELECTION OF SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS AND CALLING THE SCHOOL DISTRICT GENERAL ELECTION

BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board of Independent School District No.721 (New Prague Area Schools), State of Minnesota as follows:

1.  It is necessary for the school district to hold its general election for the purpose of electing (four) school board members for terms of four (4) years each.

The following individuals have filed affidavits of candidacy for said election during the period established for filing such affidavits:

Candidate
Dan Carlson;
Candidate
Jim Peabody;
Candidate
Sherry Brooks;
Candidate
Daryl Bauer

Candidate
Dennis Havlicek

Candidate
Robert Reed

Candidate
Tammara Pexa

Candidate
Larry Pint
2.  The general election is hereby called and directed to be held on Tuesday, the 6th day of November, 2007, between the hours of 7:00 o'clock a.m. and 8:00 o'clock p.m. 
Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 205A.11, the school district combined polling places and the precincts served by those polling places, as previously established and designated by school board resolution for school district elections not held on the day of a statewide election, are hereby designated for said general election. 
3.  The clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause written notice of said general election to be provided to the county auditor of each county in which the school district is located, in whole or in part, at least fifty-three (53) days before the date of said election. The notice shall include the date of said general election and the office or offices to be voted on at said general election.

4.  The clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause notice of said general election to be posted at the administrative offices of the school district at least ten (10) days before the date of said general election.

5.  The clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause a sample ballot to be posted at the administrative offices of the school district at least four (4) days before the date of said general election and to cause a sample ballot to be posted in each polling place on election day. The sample ballot shall not be printed on the same color paper as the official ballot. The sample ballot for a polling place must reflect the offices, candidates and rotation sequence on the ballots used in that polling place.

6.  The clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause notice of said general election to be published in the official newspaper of the school district for two (2) consecutive weeks with the last publication being at least one (1) week before the date of said election.

The notice of election so posted and published shall state the offices to be filled set forth in the form of ballot below, and shall include information concerning each established precinct and polling place.

7.  The clerk is authorized and directed to secure buff colored ballot boxes for the deposit of ballots at each polling place, to acquire and distribute such election materials as may be necessary for the proper conduct of this election, and generally to cooperate with election authorities conducting other elections on that date.

8.  The clerk is further authorized and directed to cause buff colored printed ballots to be prepared for use at said election in substantially the following form, with such changes in form, color and instructions as may be necessary to accommodate an optical scan voting system.
(Remainder of page left intentionally blank.)

SCHOOL DISTRICT BALLOT

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 721

(NEW PRAGUE AREA SCHOOLS)
GENERAL ELECTION
NOVEMBER 6, 2007
Put an (X) in the square opposite the name of each candidate you wish to vote for.

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 721

 VOTE FOR UP TO FOUR                              
 DAN CARLSON 

JIM PEABODY 
SHERRY BROOKS

DARYL BAUER

DENNIS HAVLICEK

ROBERT REED

TAMMARA PEXA

LARRY PINT

write-in, if any
write-in, if any
write-in, if any
write-in, if any

On the back of all ballots shall be printed "OFFICIAL BALLOT," the date of the election, and lines for the initials of two judges. The printing shall be so placed as to be visible when the ballot is properly folded for deposit.

9.  The name of each candidate for office at this election shall be rotated with the names of the other candidates for the same office so that the name of each candidate appears substantially an equal number of times at the top, at the bottom and at each intermediate place in the group of candidates for that office.

10.  If the school district will be contracting to print the ballots for this election, the clerk is hereby authorized and directed to prepare instructions to the printer for layout of the ballot in substantially the form attached as Schedule A. Before a contract in excess of $1,000 is awarded for printing ballots, the printer shall furnish, in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, Section 204D.04, a sufficient bond, letter of credit, or certified check acceptable to the clerk in an amount not less than $1,000 conditioned on printing the ballots in conformity with the Minnesota election law and the instructions delivered. The clerk shall set the amount of the bond, letter of credit, or certified check in an amount equal to the value of the purchase.

11.  The individuals designated as election judges for the state general election shall act as election judges for this general election at the various polling places and shall conduct said election in the manner prescribed by law.  The election judges shall act as clerks of election, count the ballots cast and submit the results to the school board for canvass in the manner provided for other school district elections.
12.  The election shall be held and the returns made and canvassed in the manner prescribed by law, and the Board shall meet on or before November 13, 2007 (a date within seven days after the election) for the purpose of canvassing the results thereof.
SCHEDULE A

INSTRUCTIONS TO PRINTER
(GENERAL ELECTION-PAPER BALLOT)

The ballots shall be printed in conformity with Minnesota election law, Minnesota Rules, Chapter 8250, and the following directions:

1. Ballots are to be printed with black ink on buff colored paper as close as practicable to 30 pound, said paper to be of sufficient thickness to prevent the printing from being discernible from the back. Ballots shall be 5-1/4 inches wide. All ballots the same color shall be substantially uniform in style of printing, size, thickness and shade of color. All ballots shall be printed in easily readable type with suitable lines dividing candidates, offices, instructions and other matter printed on ballots. The name of each candidate shall be printed in capital letters at a right angle to the length of the ballot. The same type shall be used for the names of all candidates on the same ballot.

After the ballot heading, school district identifier and type of election shall be printed the words, "Put an (X) in the square opposite the name of each candidate you wish to vote for." At the same level with these words and directly above the squares next to each candidate's name shall be printed a small arrow pointing downwards. On the left side of the ballot at the same level with the name of each candidate shall be printed a square in which a voter may designate a vote by a mark (X). Each square shall be the same size.

Blank lines shall be printed below the name of the last candidate for each office so that a voter may write in the names of individuals whose names are not on the ballot. One blank line shall be printed for each board member to be elected. The words "write-in, if any" should be printed below each such blank line. On the left side of the ballot at the same level with each blank line shall be printed a square in which a voter may designate a vote by a mark (X). Each square shall be the same size.

2. On the back of all ballots shall be printed the words "OFFICIAL BALLOT", the date of the election and lines for the initials of at least two election judges. The words shall be printed so they will be visible when the ballot is properly folded for deposit in the ballot box. The format will be as follows:

OFFICIAL BALLOT NOVEMBER 6, 2007
Judge

Judge

3. The ballot is to be printed in substantially the same form as the attached sample.

4. The name of each candidate for office at the general election shall be rotated with the names of the other candidates for the same office so that the name of each candidate appears substantially an equal number of times at the top, at the bottom and at each intermediate place in the group of candidates for that office.

5. Type Styles and Sizes.

a) The words "SCHOOL DISTRICT BALLOT", "INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 721", "NEW PRAGUE AREA SCHOOLS", "GENERAL ELECTION" and the date must be printed in upper case in 18-point type.  The words "SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER" and "SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 721” must be printed in upper case in 10-point bold type.

b) The words "VOTE FOR UP TO FOUR" must be printed in upper case in as large a size type as practicable, but no smaller than 8-point bold type.

c) The words "Put an (X) in the square opposite the name of each candidate you wish to vote for" must be printed in upper and lower case in as large a size type as practicable, but no smaller than 8-point bold type.

d) The names of the candidates must be printed in upper case and bold face in as large a size type as practicable, but no smaller than 8-point type. The words "write-in, if any" must be printed in lower case and bold face in as large a size type as practicable, but no smaller than 8-point type.

e) The words "OFFICIAL BALLOT" on the back of the ballot must be printed in upper case in as large a size type as practicable, but no smaller than 18-point bold type, the date in upper case in as large a size type as practicable, but no smaller than 8-point type, and the word "Judge" in upper and lower case in as large a size type as practicable, but no smaller than 10-point type.

6. Ballots are to be provided in groups of fifty (50) or one hundred (100). The total number of ballots to be printed shall be ________.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by ______________ and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:

and the following voted against the same:

whereupon the resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

STATE OF MINNESOTA



)








) SS

COUNTIES OF SCOTT, LE SUEUR, AND RICE
)


I, the undersigned, being the duly qualified and acting Clerk of New Prague Area Schools, Independent School District No. 721, State of Minnesota, hereby certify that the attached and foregoing is a full, true, and correct transcript of the minutes of a meeting of the school board of said district duly called and held on the date therein indicated, so far as such minutes relate to the calling of a referendum on revoking the existing referendum authority of said district and replacing that authority with a new authorization that would increase its general education revenue, and that the resolution included therein is a full, true, and correct copy of the original thereof.


WITNESS MY HAND officially as such clerk this _____ day of ________________, 2007.









School District Clerk









New Prague Area School









Independent School District No. 721









State of Minnesota

· Second Reading and approval of 612.01 Development of Parental Involvement Policies for Title I Programs
 Policy 612.1

DEVELOPMENT OF PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

POLICIES FOR TITLE I PROGRAMS
I.
PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to encourage and facilitate involvement by parents of students participating in Title I in the educational programs and experiences of students.  The policy shall provide the framework for organized, systematic, ongoing, informed and timely parental involvement in relation to decisions about the Title I services within the school district.  The involvement of parents by the school district shall be directed toward both public and private school children whose parents are school district residents or whose children attend school within the boundaries of the school district.

II.
GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
A. It is the policy of the school district to plan and implement meaningful consultation with parents of participating children, programs, activities and procedures for the involvement of those parents in its Title I programs.

B. It is the policy of the school district to fully comply with 20 U.S.C. § 6318 which requires the school district to develop jointly with, agree upon with, and distribute to parents of children participating in Title I programs written parental involvement policies. 

III.
DEFINITIONS


A.
Local Education Agency (LEA): ISD 721; New Prague Area Schools

B.
Title I Programs: A federally funded and managed assistance program for economically and educationally disadvantaged students

C.
Title I Coordinator: LEA staff member assigned to manage Title I programs at the District Level

D.
Reading Specialist: LEA staff member assigned to assist with building Title I programs, staff training and parent communication.

E.
Non-Public School: Academic institution that is not part of the state public education system but is in the LEA boundaries and serves students who reside in the attendance area of the LEA.

F.
Title One Advisory Committee: School advisory group for Title I.


ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

A. SCHOOL BOARD

1.
The LEA School Board will direct the administration to develop jointly with, agree upon with, and distribute to, parents of participating children a written parental involvement policy that will be incorporated into the LEA Title I plan.

2.
The school board will periodically review these policies to meet the changing needs of parents and the school.

B. DISTRICT

1.
Title One Advisory Committee will assist in developing and updating the District Parent Involvement Policy.  The committee is made up of parent volunteers from each school attendance area in our district, principals, and district staff.  When recruiting for the Title One Advisory Committee special attention will be given to recruiting parents of children in the Title I program.

2.
The District Title One Advisory Committee will provide input in developing a sample compact that can be used at the building or modified to meet building needs.  The sample compact will be made available by the Title I coordinator.

3. The District Title One Advisory Committee will be involved in the process of school review and improvement.  Parents of children in the Title I program will be part of this group.  The aim will be to evaluate the schools in this district, collecting information in a variety of ways, which may include visits to the schools and observation of classes.

4. The Title I coordinator will work with Title I buildings on projects involving parent involvement by providing technical assistance and support.

5. Through the use of the Title One Advisory Committee building committees, the LEA will educate teachers, para-professionals, administrators and other staff, with the assistance of parents in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties between parents and the school.

6. If funds are available through the allocation of Federal Title I money, they will be available to buildings Title I staff for direct use with parent involvement.

7. The Title I Coordinator will direct all participating Title I schools to seek feedback from parents of students involved in Title I programs.  Each site may collect feedback in the manner with which best meets their needs, but all feedback must evaluate program design and include suggestions for revisions to District Title I policies. 

C. SCHOOL

1. 
An annual meeting shall be held for Title I parents early in the school year (September or October).  Parents will be given information about the new Title I guidelines.  They will be given copies of the district’s current Parental Involvement Policy and will be offered a chance to become involved in revising that policy as needed.  Parents/Guardians may volunteer to serve on Title One Advisory Committee.

The annual meeting will be scheduled to be as convenient as possible and may be offered more than once.  The Title One Coordinator and Principal will work with building staff and families to determine the meeting time most convenient for all involved parties and publish the date so that all are aware of the meeting.  The meeting will be accessible to all.  

Staff will be available at this meeting and throughout the school year to assist parents in understanding state standards, assessments and how a child’s progress is monitored.

If funds are available through the allocation of Federal Title I money they will be available to pay for reasonable and necessary expenses associated with parent involvement activities, including transportation, childcare, or stipends to enable parents to participate in school-related meetings and training sessions.

The school will provide, if requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children, and respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible.

2.
According to the Title I regulations, each school shall share responsibility with parents/guardians for high student performance by developing a school-parent-student compact jointly with the parents of children participating in the program.  These compacts shall outline how parents/guardians, staff, and students will share responsibility for promoting high student achievement and how communication will take place including frequent progress reports to the parent(s)/guardian(s) and annual parent/guardian – teacher conferences.  The Reading Specialist from each Title I building will submit a copy of the Compact used at their site to the Title I Coordinator.  Parents/guardians on each school’s Title One Advisory Committee will be involved in designing these compacts.  Student responsibilities may vary by grade level.

3. Each year, the school district, by school, will assess the needs of parents and children in their school community, through a variety of measures so that the Title I program will be tailored to meet those needs.  Workshops and other programs will be designed to match the expressed needs.  Parents/guardians shall be notified about these opportunities through the individual schools.  Parents/guardians may call the District Office or their local school office at any time to express an interest in a particular type of workshop or to make suggestions.

4. At the request of a parent, the school will provide assistance in understanding the state's academic content standards and student achievement standards, local academic assessments and how to monitor a child's progress and work with teachers to improve the achievement of their children.  Additionally parents may request a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at their child's school, the forms of academic assessment used to measure student progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected to meet.

5. The building Reading Specialist in each elementary Title I building will work with the principal and Title I Coordinator to determine the best way educate building staff on the value of parent involvement.  The Reading Specialist at each Title I building is responsible for determining the best way to do this.

6.
When available, the school will provide parents of participating children with  timely information about the Title I program.  Upon parent request the school will provide materials and training to help parents to work with their children to improve their children's achievement.

7.
There will be an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the Title I parental involvement program, and parents will be asked for their input.  The evaluation will include an assessment of how much parental involvement is increasing, and what barriers to parental participation still need to be overcome.  Each Title I site is responsible for designing and implementing their own evaluation tool.  The school district will revise its Parental Involvement Policy on the basis of this annual review.
8.
Communication with parents will include some or all of the following tools: notices, newsletters, activity packets sent home with children, telephone calls, conferences, and home visits as needed.
D. PARENTS

1.
Parents/guardians will receive the compact from their child’s school with a checklist of responsibilities that teachers, parents, and students will each have for helping students achieve their goals.

2.
Parents/guardians are encouraged to take the initiative in calling their child’s teacher when they are concerned about a problem.  

New Prague Area Schools

New Prague, MN 56071
Revised:
06/25/01

Revised:
8/20/07
