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· 512  Student Sponsored Student Publications
Policy 512

SCHOOL SPONSORED STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
I.
PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to protect students' rights to free speech in production of official school publications while at the same time balancing the school district's role in supervising student publications and the operation of public schools.

II.
GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY


A.
Expression and representations made by students in school publications is not an expression of official school district policy.  Official school publications are free from prior restraint by officials except as provided by law.  Faculty advisors shall supervise student writers to ensure compliance with the law and school district policies.


B.
Students who believe their right to free expression has been unreasonably restricted in an official student publication may seek review of the decision by the building principal.  The principal shall issue a decision no later than three (3) school days after review is requested.



1.
Students producing official school publications shall be under the supervision of a faculty advisor and the school principal.  Official publications shall be subject to the guidelines set forth below.



2.
Official school publications may be distributed at reasonable times and locations.
III.
DEFINITIONS

A.
"Distribution" means circulation or dissemination of material by means of handing out free copies, selling or offering copies for sale, accepting donations for copies, or posting or displaying material.


B.
"Official school publications" means school newspapers, yearbooks, material produced in 


C.
"Obscene to minors" means: communication, journalism of other writing classes as a part of the curriculum.

1.
The average person, applying contemporary community standards, would find that the material, taken as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest of minors of the age to whom distribution is requested;

2.
The material depicts or describes, in a manner that is patently offensive to prevailing standards in the adult community concerning how such conduct should be presented to minors of the age to whom distribution is requested, sexual conduct such as intimate sexual acts (normal or perverted), masturbation, excretory functions, and lewd exhibition of the genitals; and

3.
The material, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value for minors.

D.
"Minor" means any person under the age of eighteen (18).

E.
"Substantial disruption" of a normal school activity means:

1.
Where the normal school activity is an educational program of the school district for which student attendance is compulsory, "material and substantial disruption" is defined as any disruption which interferes with or impedes the implementation of that program.

2.
Where the normal school activity is voluntary in nature (including, without limitation, school athletic events, school plays and concerts, and lunch periods) "material and substantial disruption" is defined as student rioting, unlawful seizures of property, conduct inappropriate to the event, participation in a school boycott, demonstration, sit-in, stand-in, walk-out, or other related forms of activity.

In order for expression to be considered disruptive, there must exist specific facts upon which the likelihood of disruption can be forecast, including past experience in the school, current events influencing student activities and behavior, and instances of actual or threatened disruption relating to the written material in question.

F.
"School activities" means any activity of students sponsored by the school including, but not limited to, classroom work, library activities, physical education classes, official assemblies and other similar gatherings, school athletic contests, band concerts, school plays, and in-school lunch periods.

G.
"Libelous" is a false and unprivileged statement about a specific individual that tends to harm the individual's reputation or to lower that individual in the esteem of the community.

IV.
GUIDELINES
A.
Expression in an official school publication is prohibited when the material is:

(1)
obscene to minors

(2)
libelous or slanderous

(3)
advertises or promotes any product or service not permitted for minors by law

 (4)
encourages students to commit illegal acts or violate school regulations or substantially disrupts the orderly operation of school or school activities.

 (5)
expresses or advocates sexual, racial or religious harassment or violence or prejudice

 (6)
distributed or displayed in violation of time, place and manner regulations 

B.
Time, Place and Manner of Distribution

Students shall be permitted to distribute written materials at school as follows:

 (1)
Time

Distribution shall be limited to the hours before the school day begins, during lunch hour and after school is dismissed.

 (2)
Place

Written materials may be distributed in locations so as not to interfere with the normal flow of traffic within the school hallways, walkways, entry ways and parking lots.  Distribution shall not impede entrance to or exit from school premises in any way.

(3)
Manner

No one shall induce or coerce a student or staff member to accept a student publication.

Legal References:
U.S. Constitution, First Amendment



Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier, 484 U.S. 260 (1988)




Bystrom v. Fridley High School, I.D.S. No. 14, 822 F.2d 747 (8th Cir. 1987)
Cross References:
MSBA Model Policy 904 (Distribution of Materials on School District Property by Nonschool Persons)

MSBA Model Policy 505 (Distribution of Nonschool-Sponsored Materials on School Premise by Students and Employees)

Adopted:    07/25/96
Reviewed:  05/18/98

Reviewed:  04/23/01 

Reviewed:  06/09/08

· 520  Student Surveys








POLICY 520  
STUDENT SURVEYS
I. PURPOSE
Occasionally the school district utilizes surveys to obtain student opinions and information about students. The purpose of this policy is to establish the parameters of information that may be sought in student surveys.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
Student surveys may be conducted as determined necessary by the school district. Surveys, analyses and evaluations conducted as part of any program funded through the U.S. Department of Education must comply with 20 U.S.C. § 1232h.

III. STUDENT SURVEYS IN GENERAL
A. Student surveys will be conducted anonymously and in an indiscernible fashion. No mechanism will be used for identifying the participating student in any way. No attempt will be made in any way to identify a student survey participant. There will be no requirement that the student return the survey, and no record of the student's returning a survey will be maintained. 

B. The superintendent may choose not to approve any survey that seeks probing personal and/or sensitive information that could result in identifying the survey participant, or is discriminatory in nature based on age, race, color, sex, disability, religion, or national origin. 

C. Surveys containing questions pertaining to the student's or the student's parent(s) or guardian(s) personal beliefs or practices in sex, family life, morality and religion will not be administered to any student unless the parent or guardian of the student is notified in writing that such survey is to be administered and the parent or guardian of the student gives written permission for the student to participate in such survey. Any and all documents containing the written permission of a parent for a student to participate in a survey will be maintained by the school district in a file separate from the survey responses.

D. Although the survey is conducted anonymously, potential exists for personally identifiable information to be provided in response thereto. To the extent that personally identifiable information of a student is contained in his or her responses to a survey, the school district will take appropriate steps to ensure the data is protected in accordance with Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act), 20 U.S.C. § 1232g (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) and 34 C.F.R. Part 99.

IV. STUDENT SURVEYS CONDUCTED AS PART OF DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PROGRAM
A. All instructional materials, including teacher's manuals, films, tapes, or other supplementary material which will be used in connection with any survey, analysis or evaluation as part of any program funded in whole or in part by the U.S. Department of Education, shall be available for inspection by the parents or guardians of the students.

B. No student shall be required, as part of any program funded in whole or in part by the U.S. Department of Education, without the prior consent of the student (if the student is an adult or emancipated minor), or in the case of an unemancipated minor, without the prior written consent of the parent, to submit to a survey that reveals information concerning:

1. political affiliations;

2. mental and psychological problems potentially embarrassing to the student or the student's family;

3. sex behavior and attitudes;

4. illegal, antisocial, self-incriminating and demeaning behavior;

5. critical appraisals of other individuals with whom respondents have close family relationships;

6. legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those of lawyers, physicians, and ministers; or

7. income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a program or for receiving financial assistance under such program),

C. The school district shall give parents and students notice of their rights under this section.

Legal References: 
Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act) 20 US.C. 1232g (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) 20 U.S.C. 1232h (Protection of Pupil Rights) 34 C.F.R. Part 99

Cross References: 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Student Records)

  
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination)

  
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 522 (Student Sex Nondiscrimination)

Adopted:
04/23/01 

Reviewed:       06/09/08

· 616  School District System Accountability
POLICY 616
SCHOOL DISTRICT SYSTEM ACCOUNTABILITY
I PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to focus public education strategies on a process which promotes higher academic achievement for all students and ensures broad-based community participation in decisions regarding the implementation of the Graduation Standards, including the Profile of Learning.  the Minnesota Academic Standards and the No Child Left Behind Act.

II GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

Implementation of rigorous, results-oriented Graduation Standards the Minnesota Academic Standards and No Child Left Behind Act will require a new level of accountability for the school district.  The school district will establish a system to review and improve instruction, curriculum and assessment which will include substantial input by students, parents or guardians and local community members.  The school district will be accountable to the public and the state through annual reporting.

III DEFINITIONS

A. “Course credit” is equivalent to a student successfully completing an academic year 

        of study or a student mastering the application subject matter as determined by the 

        school district.

A) “Content Standard” means a set of state-prescribed specifications in a learning area.

1) “High school content standard” means a content standard that fulfills one of the high school graduation requirements.

2) “Preparatory content standard” means a primary, intermediate, or middle level content standard that a district requires students to complete, usually in kindergarten through grade 8.

a “Primary content standard” means a content standard that the district requires students to complete in approximately kindergarten through grade 3.

b “Intermediate content standard” means a content standard that the district requires students to complete in approximately grades 4 and 5.

c “Middle level content standard” means a content standard that the district requires students to complete in approximately grades 6 through 8.

B) “Graduation Standards” means the course credit requirements and Minnesota Academic Standards number and distribution of high school content standards that school districts must offer and certify that students complete to be eligible for a high school diploma. 

C) “Profile of Learning” means the ten broad areas of learning in the Graduation Standards into which all preparatory content standards and high school content standards are organized.  Learning areas include:

1) Read, listen and view;

2) Write and speak;

3) Literature and the arts;

4) Mathematical applications;

5) Inquiry;

6) Scientific applications;

7) People and cultures;

8) Decision-making;

9) Resource management; and

10) World languages.

D) “Special needs” means students with limited English proficiency, disabilities and 504 plans.

IV ESTABLISHMENT OF GOALS; IMPLEMENTATION; EVALUATION; REPORTING

A) School District Goals
1) The school board has established school district-wide goals which provide broad direction for the school district.  Incorporated in these goals are the graduation and education standards contained in the Minnesota Academic Standards and the No Child Left Behind Act. content standards contained in the Profile of Learning as approved by the State Board of Education in the Minnesota Graduation Standards.  The broad goals shall be reviewed annually and approved by the school board.  The school board shall adopt annual goals based on the recommendations of the Curriculum Advisory Committee for Comprehensive Continuous Improvement of Student Achievement. Advisory Committee. 

2) The improvement goals should address recommendations identified through the advisory committee process.  The school district's goal setting process will include consideration of individual site goals.  School district goals may be developed through an education effectiveness program, an evaluation of student progress committee, or through some other locally determined process.

B) System for Reviewing All Instruction and Curriculum.  Incorporated in the process will be analysis of the school district's progress toward implementation of the Profile of Learning. Minnesota Academic Standards
C) Implementation of Graduation Requirements.  The school board shall appoint a Curriculum Advisory Committee which shall advise the school board on implementation of the state and local graduation requirements, including K-12 curriculum, assessment, student learning opportunities, and other related issues.  Recommendations of this committee shall be published annually to the community.  The school board shall receive public input and comment and shall adopt or update these policies at least annually.

D) Curriculum Advisory Committee.

1) By September 15th of each year, the advisory committee will meet to advise and assist the school district in the implementation of the school district system accountability and comprehensive continuous improvement process.

2) The advisory committee, working in cooperation with other committees of the school district [such as the Technology, Educational Effectiveness, Grade Level, Site Instruction, Curriculum and Assessment committees, etc.,] will provide active community participation in:

a reviewing the school district instructional and curriculum plan, with emphasis on implementing the Minnesota Graduation Academic Standards;

b identifying annual instruction and curriculum improvement goals for recommendation to the school board;

c making recommendations regarding the evaluation process that will be used to measure school district progress toward its goals;

d making recommendations regarding the development of the “Annual Report on Curriculum, Instruction and Student Performance. Achievement.”
3) The advisory committee shall ensure active community participation in all planning for instruction and curriculum affecting graduation standards.

4) The advisory committee shall make recommendations to the school board on school district-wide standards, assessments and program evaluation.

5) Building teams may be established as subcommittees to develop and implement an education effectiveness plan and to carry out methods to improve instruction, curriculum, and assessments as well as methods to use technology in meeting the school district improvement plan.

6) A local plan assessment  of student progress toward the Graduation Standards content standards contained in the Profile of Learning as well as program evaluation data for use by the advisory committee in the instruction and curriculum review process.  This plan shall annually be approved by the school board.

7) The curriculum advisory committee will consist of the following members:

a. The Director of Curriculum

b. Principal

c. School Board Member

d. Student Representative

e. One teacher from each building or instructional level

f. Two parents from each building or instructional level

	Member
	Term
	Selection

	Superintendent
	NA
	NA

	4 Certified Staff
	As appointed
	Appointed by Principal

	1 Principal
	As appointed
	Appointed by Superintendent

	2 School Board Members
	As appointed
	Appointed by Board Chair

	2 Students
	1 year w/2 year option
	Process directed by Student Council

	8 Parents
	1999-2000 (4-1 year terms; 2-2 year terms

2000-2001 and beyond - all 2 year terms
	Each board member in the second year of their term shall appoint one member to the curriculum advisory committee.  In a year where there are only three board members represented within this group, the Board Chair shall also appoint a member.


The appointment of parents shall follow the following guidelines:

1. The parent cannot serve concurrently on two advisory committees including but not limited to the parent advisory committee of a specific building, the athletic advisory committee or the community education advisory committee.

2. The parent must be a resident of the district.

3. There can be only one advisory committee member per family.

4. The parent may not serve more than two consecutive terms. 

5. A term shall run from July 1 to June 30. 

8) The committee will meet a minimum of four nine times each school year.

E) Evaluation of Student Progress.  A committee of professional staff shall develop a plan for assessment of student progress toward the Graduation Standards Profile of Learning, as well as program evaluation data for use by the advisory committee in the instruction and curriculum review process.  This plan shall annually be approved by the school board.

F) Reporting.  An “Annual Report on Curriculum, Instruction and Student Performance” Achievement shall be approved by the school board by October 1st of each year and distributed either by electronic means, by mail, or in the local newspaper to the public. A copy shall be sent to the Commissioner by October 15 of each year.  The public report shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

1) student performance achievement goals for meeting the graduation state academic standards;

2) result of local assessment data, including all data required by Minnesota Rule, part 3501.0160;

3) school district improvement plans including staff development goals;
4) progress on previous improvement plans;

5) names of advisory committee members, dates their terms expire, method of selection and application dates;

6) Amount and type of revenue attributed to each educational sites as defined in Minn Stat 123B.04; AOM matching funds program information;

7) periodic reports on constituencies’ satisfaction with schools;

8) biennial evaluations of the school district testing programs and AOM according to the following:

a. written objectives of the assessment program;

b. names of tests and grade levels tested;

c. use of test results; and

d. student achievement results compared to previous years

Legal References:
Minn. Rule Parts 3501.0010 to 3501.0180 (Rules relating to Graduation Standards—mathematics and reading)

Minn. Rule Parts 3501.0200-3501.0290 (Rules relating to Graduation Standards—written composition)

Minn. Rule Parts 3501.0300-3501.0469 (Rules relating to Graduation Standards - Profile of Learning)

Minn. Stat § 121.11, Subd. 7c (Graduation Rule)

Minn. Stat § 123.972 (School District Policy)

ADOPTED:  4/27/98

REVISED:  7/24/98

REVISED:  9/13/99

APPROVED:  9/27/99

Revised:       06/09/08
· 620  Credit for Learning
Policy 620

CREDIT FOR LEARNING

I.
PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to recognize student achievement which occurs in other schools, in alternative learning sites, in Post-Secondary Enrollment Options and other advanced enrichment programs, and in out-of-school experiences such as community organizations, work-based learning, and other educational activities and opportunities.

II.
GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
It is the policy of the school district to develop and provide processes and procedures by which students may meet a graduation requirement for a content standard, whether the school district offers the content standard in its curriculum or the student accomplishes the work in another learning environment.  The school district will provide a process for transfer of standards completed in another Minnesota school district, recognition of work completed in other schools and post-secondary institutions, and credit for standards achieved in extracurricular activities, activities outside the school, previous learning, and community and work experiences.

III.
TRANSFER OF CONTENT STANDARDS
A. The school district will transfer high school content standards achieved in earlier grades or in other schools on standards-based programs to the student’s record upon admission, completion of a summer school program or the like.  The school district will transfer high school content standards achieved in earlier grades or in other schools on standards-based programs to the student’s record upon admission, completion of a summer school program or the like.  The superintendent will establish a procedure for the transfer of such records which addresses how transfer of achievement will be accomplished for students, including those with special needs.  The superintendent will submit the procedure for transfer of records to the school board for approval.  Upon approval by the school board, the procedure for transfer of records shall be deemed part of this policy.

B. The content standard achieved, the score achieved and the site from which the content standard is transferred shall be included in the student transcript..  When a student transfers into the school district from another Minnesota public school district, any standards completed in the sending school district, along with scores recorded by the sending district, shall be recorded as completed with a notation indicating the identity of the school district from which the records are transferred. 

C. Students shall be advised of the opportunities available to complete further requirements and electives.

IV.
RECOGNITION OF COMPLETED WORK
A. The school district will translate work completed by students, including those with special needs, in schools (K-12, post-secondary or other) which have not reported achievement according to the Minnesota Graduation Standards, into standards completion equalizations.
B. The superintendent shall establish a procedure to implement such translations with fairness and consistency.  The superintendent will submit the procedure for translation of records to the school board for approval.  Upon approval by the school board, the procedure for transfer of records shall be deemed part of this policy.  When a student transfers into the school district with a transcript from a school or school district other than a Minnesota public school district, the following shall be the policy and procedure for recognizing such previous achievement:


1.
When the student has been scored with a performance package that fulfills or approximates the provisions of a full standard, the standards completed shall be treated as if they had been accomplished in a Minnesota public school;



2.
When the course, topic or content of a Minnesota high school content standard has been completed, but through requirements which do not parallel or approximate the Minnesota Profile of Learning rules, the standard shall be declared achieved, no score shall be assigned, and the transcript shall indicate that the standard as been “equalized from a transcript from [name of sending institution].”



3.
Effort shall be made to ascertain the content of courses, programs, and learning previously achieved to credit the student as fully as possible for previous learning.  This may include asking the student or the sending school to verify content of competed courses and programs when that content is not clear from the transcript.

V.
CREDIT BY ASSESSMENT

A. The school district will provide students, including those with special needs, with the opportunity to receive credit for standards achieved in extracurricular activities, activities outside of school, previous learning, and community and work experiences.

B. The superintendent shall establish a procedure by which student achievement and competence in content standards may be assessed when the student completes such achievement outside the regular curriculum.  The superintendent will submit the procedure for assessment of student achievement to the school board for approval.  Upon approval by the school board, the procedure for assessment of student achievement shall be deemed part of this policy.  When a student requests recognition of work completed but for which no academic transcript exists, the student shall make application to the principal.

VI.
VARIATIONS OF CONTENT STANDARDS  PROCEDURES FOR CREDIT FOR LEARNING
A.
The student will complete an application process for approval of an alternative means of meeting a standard.  The application must include the specific language of the standard and what students should do, the tasks to be accomplished to meet each standard component, and the criteria for measuring completion of the standard package.  Upon application of a student, with approval of the student’s parent or guardian, the school district must waive any content standard when the school district determines that:

1.
the student is participating in a course of study as rigorous or more rigorous than required by the Graduation Rule;
2.
achieving the content standard to be waived would have the effect of precluding the student’s opportunity to participate in the rigorous course of study; and

3.
the content standard could not feasibly have been attained earlier in the students’ course of study.

B.
The student must form a volunteer committee of three teachers to approve and oversee the standard completion.  This committee must include at least one teacher who teaches a class in which the requested standard is placed.  A waiver may not have the effect of a student graduating with no completed content standards in any of the learning areas one through nine of the Profile of Learning and a waiver should rarely be granted from more then one requirement.


C.
If the committee membership criteria cannot be met, the building principal must approve an alternative committee membership.  Application for a waiver will be considered only if the application is submitted not more than eighteen (18) months and not less than six (6) months prior to the student’s anticipated graduation date.


D.
An alternative means of meeting a standard must allow for a district staff evaluation of standard performance.  A waiver will be revoked if the student fails to successfully complete the alternative rigorous program.


E.
The school district shall annually inform the Department of the number, type and conditions of waivers granted in a format prescribed by the Department and shall work with the Department to reduce the number of waivers needed.

Legal References:
Minn. Rule Parts 3501.0010 to 3501.0180 (Rules relating to Graduation Standards—mathematics and reading)

Minn. Rule Parts 3501.0200-3501.0290 (Rules relating to Graduation Standards—written composition)

Minn. Rule Parts 3501.0300 to 3501.0469 (Rules relating to Graduation Standards—Profile of Learning)

Minn. Rule Part 3501.0370, Subp. 1(B) (Assessment and Scoring Student Achievement)

Minn. Rule Part 3501.0420 (Implementation Reporting)

Minn. Stat § 121.11, Subd. 7c (Graduation Rule)

Minn. Stat § 123.972 (School District Policy)

APPROVED:
  07/24/98

REVISED:
  05/31/01


Revised:           06/09/08

· 623  Student Transfer

POLICY 623

STUDENT TRANSFER

I PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines to address class rank and academic honors for transfer students into New Prague High School.

II GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

Students transferring into New Prague High School will be subject to the following conditions:

A. Students who qualify for valedictorian or salutatorian honors must have attended New Prague High School eight full-time terms;

B. Students will be included in class rank and recognized for other academic honors if they have attended New Prague High School for four or more full-time terms;

C. Transfer students must pass the State Basic Skills Tests and meet local graduation requirements in order to receive a New Prague High School diploma.

Approved:    
01/11/99

Revised:
06/25/01

Revised:
06/09/08






