SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 721

BOARD ROOM

CENTRAL EDUCATION CAMPUS

410 CENTRAL AVE NO
NEW PRAGUE, MN  56071

Monday, May 13, 2013

6:00 pm
PROPOSED AGENDA

CALL TO ORDER
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
BUSINESS

· Approval of contract for Janelle Kirsch, Community Services Director 

· Approval of contract for Will Remmert, Elementary Principal 

· Adoption of resolution changing polling locations in Rice County: Supt. Comments: Polling Place: This will result in changing the location of the voting site for the four townships in Rice County to the Wheatland Township Hall  in Veseli.  This must be done at this meeting as the deadline for changes in May 15th. 
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING COMBINED POLLING PLACES

FOR MULTIPLE PRECINCTS AND

DESIGNATING HOURS DURING WHICH THE POLLING

PLACES WILL REMAIN OPEN FOR VOTING

FOR SCHOOL DISTRICT ELECTIONS NOT HELD

ON THE DAY OF A STATEWIDE ELECTION

BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board of Independent School District No. 721, State of Minnesota, as follows:

1. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 205A.11, the precincts and polling places for school district elections are those precincts or parts of precincts located within the boundaries of the school district which have been established by the cities or towns located in whole or in part within the school district. The board hereby confirms those precincts and polling places so established by those municipalities.

2. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 205A.11, the board may establish a combined polling place for several precincts for school elections not held on the day of a statewide election. The following combined polling places are established to serve the precincts specified for all school district special and general elections not held on the same day as a statewide election:

(Set forth each combined polling place explaining which precincts are being served, such as:)

Combined Polling Places:  These combined polling places serves all territory in Independent School District No. 721 located as

Precinct

Polling Place
Cedar Lake Township/Scott County

St. Patrick Social Hall

Helena Township/Scott County

St Patrick Social Hall  

City of New Market/Scott County

Eagle View Elementary Gym

New Market Township/Scott County

Eagle View Elementary Gym

City of Lonsdale/ Rice County

Lonsdale City Hall

Erin Township/Rice County

Wheatland Township Town Hall/Veseli

Forest Township/Rice County

Wheatland Township Town Hall/Veseli

Webster Township/ Rice County

Wheatland Township Town Hall/Veseli

Wheatland Township/ Rice County

Wheatland Township Town Hall/Veseli

Derrynane Township/LeSueur County

Central Educational Campus School Gym/New Prague  

Lanesburgh Township/ LeSueur County

Central Educational Campus School Gym/New Prague    

City of New Prague Precinct #1/ LeSueur Co.

Central Educational Campus School Gym/New Prague    

City of New Prague Precinct #2/ Scott Co.

Central Educational Campus School Gym /New Prague  

Belle Plaine Township/Scott County

Central Educational Campus School Gym /New Prague  

3. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 205A.09, the polling places will remain open for voting for school district elections not held on the same day as a statewide election between the hours of 7:00 o'clock a.m. and 8:00 o'clock p.m. 

4. The clerk is directed to file a certified copy of this resolution with the county auditors of each of the counties in which the school district is located in whole or in part. (If a combined polling place is changed, the change must be adopted at least ninety days prior to the first election where it will be used.)

/s/Dennis Havlicek __________   

Clerk

Independent School District No. 721

See reverse side for Work Session Agenda 
Work Session

Monday May 13, 2013

Workshop agenda

1. Insurance Pool:   Jake Nelson from Arthur J. Gallagher & Company, who currently is our consultant for employee benefits and workers’ compensation, will give a brief presentation on an insurance pool they are starting in Minnesota.  This pool includes both workers' compensation and property/liability insurance.  We will receive a quote in the next few weeks and will need to make a decision in June on whether to join the pool. 
2. School Year 13-14 lunch prices:  Sandy will present information on a lunch price increase for next year.  Due to federal guidelines, we will be requesting a $.05 increase on elementary and secondary lunch prices.

3. Affordable Care Act Update.  Sandy will update you on how the ACA may impact New Prague Area Schools.

4. Resolutions:  Sandy has three resolutions she will ask you to approve at the May 28th meeting.  She would like to brief you on them.  They are:  (1)  to move $50,000 from GF to Fund 04 for the EC Screening shortfalls that have contributed to a large UA fund 04 fund balance, (2) Commit an additional $250,000 for future severance payments, and (3) to move $200,000 from Staff Dev reserves to UA fund balance.  
5. Naming of Event:   Regarding the survey I sent out asking for input on naming facilities, etc., Sherry discovered you already have a board policy spelling out the criteria for buildings and school grounds.  It is policy 560.  You might want to take a look at it on the web.  It does not mention events, however.  The survey results were:  
a.  Should the district consider naming facilities, fields, and events for former employees?  Yes: 14;  No: 4.

b. On the more specific naming questions the results were:

Buildings:  Yes:  2        No:  10

Fields:        Yes:  6        No:   7 

Gyms:         Yes:  5       No:   7

Events        Yes:  13     No:   0


From the above you can see most were okay with naming an event.  

Below are the comments the responders to the survey included:

I do not have any hard fast rules or criteria, however I would believe that the person (coach, administrator, teacher) would have been within the disrict for quite a long time and also has made a significant impact on student/athletes lives.  With that being said, we have many coaches/teachers/administrators who travel through our doors.  If the professional in question is brought to the Powers to Be with a possible naming rights of an event, I think that we would all know if Yes this is deserving or NO it is not.  Such as a Matt Shetka, this one to me is a YES, he has had a long, steady, positive career with the community, sports groups, and students and due to the tragic end of his life, I believe would warrant a Gymnastics Meet being named after him.  Again, I have no hard criteria as I believe once you write something down like that, you may eliminate a person who made a huge impact in a short amount of time.  

Any one or more of these:  (1) Transformational contribution to the district (e.g., beginning a program, raising the quality of an existing program more than others could) - would require lasting effects beyond the immediate future. (2) Extreme longevity of service to the district - more than the normal career cycle (3) Untimely death, which leaves district needing closure to mark the passing.

A particular event or site could be named after a deceased individual of significant importance to the school district or someone that has made contributions to the district or been an active volunteer. (For example, maybe a deceased person made a financial contribution to build a new athletic complex and the complex was then named after this person.)   The person should be someone who was respected, a person of character, and someone who has a background of service to the district.  The person should be an adult not a student.  There definitely needs to be criteria in place.  

For all school sponsored events, it should be board approved.  Naming of events should be limited to coaches, employees of the school district, or an extraordinary member of the school community, with extended years of service relating to the specific event being named after them.     

I think the coach should have had a significant amount of success (state championships) and served in the coaching role for a certain number of years (i.e. 20+ years).

What they gave to sports in their career and what they gave towards education to bring the New Prague school to a great learning experience . Not that they were a good as an educator . There has to be high standards set  Not in any particular order:   1) Notoriety/influence had within in the District.   2) Length of time employed in the District.  3) Substantial monetary  land or construction donation given to the District to build  A, B or  C above.  i.e. The recognition given to the individuals for volunteering their time to build the concession stand.   If dedication requests are received for a classroom, auditorium, or wing of a building, the above criteria applies.
The person must make contributions in both the community and school for youths for at least 25 years. An event can be named for someone who is still living.  I believe the gymnastics event should be named for Mr. Shetka, but not a golf event.

Successful head coach for at least 20 years-  living or deceased, multiple state titles, and family ok with it.

Years of service  (20+would be a recommendation) to the district and impact on particular program the individual was involved with at Ne w Prague.

Not that I am opposed to Buildings/Fields or Gyms, since these are larger items that need funding, would the party be funding and if so would it be greater than 50%.    Also, in the case of Mr. Shetka, he was a current teacher who passed away during his contract, with a long standing with the event/s that we are looking to rename.  This is more prevalent than a teacher who has a great impact but is retired and passes away.  I like the idea of the tree, but what happens if we need to rip that area up, now take the chance of losing the tree.   Let me know if you have any questions.  

I think the criteria has to be long term service in the district as well as having a significant impact on the district.  I do struggle with how to pick an choose who you would honor with this. There are many long time teachers who have done great things outside of sports- how do we honor them?

Length of time the person has been associated with a particular sport, community support.  Does someone need to be deceased before the request is made?  Should there be a time limit on the naming of an event, i.e. 5, 10, 15 years?  At some point another individual might have the same number of years devoted to a particular sport or event.

Sorry Larry,  This got lost in all of my e-mails.  Just got back to it.  My response is No.  I do not think SCHOOL facilities, fields or events should be named after teachers etc.  Naming an event maybe the first year after the death of a teacher/coach  would be appropriate, but not forever.  Criteria could get too difficult to manage and emotionally charged.  That’s my opinion.

Number of years employed, impact on the program (students), and success of the program.

6. You Tube:  This site will be unblocked beginning with the 201314 school year. Letter from Shawn Brandt has been emailed to each of you.  A hard copy will be available at the work session.

7. Athletic Facilities:   We need to continue the discussion on the track and football field.  I will be recommending you use the Capital Facilities Bond for this project.

8. Technology:  We have had a committee working most of the year on our technology program and the direction we should go, and how fast we should be moving.  Many schools in our state and across the nation are moving to the 1 on 1 technology initiative.  This puts a tablet (I Pad) in the hands of most students.  Given the initial cost of this most districts end up leasing the tablets. Tim will update you on this and how he sees it working in our district. He will discuss the possibility of requesting a technology referendum to help finance this.
