MINUTES OF THE Regular SCHOOL BOARD MEETING OF THE SCHOOL BOARD OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 721 SCOTT, RICE LE SUEUR COUNTIES, NEW PRAGUE, MINNESOTA 56071

May 21, 2007
6:00 pm.
Central Education Campus  Board  Room
Preceeding the meeting, Board member toured the High School addition which will open in Fall, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

 Chairperson Reed Called the May 21, 2007 Regular School Board Meeting to order at 6:04 PM.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Members rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
ROLL CALL

 Roll was taken with board member Havlicek absent.
OPEN FORUM/SPECIAL PRESENTATION

VFW Commander Mike LaDuke, and Quarter Master Nick Slavik presented the United States and the Minnesota Flags to the School Board for their new board room.  A letter of appreciation was requested to be sent to the VFW.  Colleen Cardenuto and Tim Dittberner gave the board a general overview on the initial meetings conducted for the new Gifted and Talented Program.  The slide presentation will be placed on the website for parents to view.  Colleen Cardenuto and Tim Rybak introduced Technology Integration Specialists Rick Bell and Shawn Brandt who provided the school board with an overview of the Intell software which was funded by a federal technology grant and of the staff development used to place this software into the curriculum.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 A motion was made by Walerius and seconded by Dvorak to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 6/0.
CONSENT AGENDA
 Motion was made by Dvorak and seconded by Walerius to approve all items on the consent agenda.  Clarification was made on the milk bid.  Motion carried 6/0.  
ACTION ITEMS 
· Approval of Superintendent Contract:  Motion made by Dvorak and seconded by Walerius to approve the one year contract for the superintendent running July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008.  Motion carried 6/0.
· Consider resolution for non-renewal of non tenured teacher:  Resolution was read by Vice Chair Walerius in the absence of Clerk Havlicek calling for the non-renewal of non-tenured teacher Lisa Spieker.  Resolution was seconded by Reed.  Roll Call vote was taken with all members voting in approval and board member Havlicek absent.  Resolution passes 6/0.

· Consider second reading and approval of Policies 418, 419 and 421:  Motion by Dvorak and second by Beckius to approve Policy 418 – Drug Free Schools.  Motion carried 6/0.  Motion by Walerius and seconded by Reed to approve policy 419 – Tobacco Free Schools.  Question was made by board member Dvorak as to the policy covering games that are located on fields/locations other than school grounds.  The policy covers school events wherever they are held.  Motion passed 6/0.  Motion by Walerius and second by Dvorak to approve Policy 421 Gifts to Employees.  Question was posed by board member Fadden as to the dollar amount of the gift that could be accepted or if there was a monetary amount that covers whether a staff person may accept a gift.  Approval of the policy was tabled to the next meeting with clarification and past practice procedures being brought to the board at that time.
MOTION FOR BOARD TO ACT AS A COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

 Motion by Beckius and seconded by Walerius for the board to act as a committee of the whole.
COMMITTEE ITEMS

·  Levy Election Update:  first reading of the resolution for opening filings for school board candidates was given to board members.  Approval of the resolution at next meeting requested  A time line was discussed with a need to schedule a date for a school board workshop session.  
· Standing Committee Reports

· Executive Board:   Subcommittee met and established the agenda for meeting and discussed evaluations of coaches and administration.
· Strategic Leadership:  No meeting     
· Review & Evaluation:   Construction Update – tour was given to board members of new addition to the high school.  Soccer fields have been seeded and the watering process will begin if there is no rain.  The Energy Committee will conduct it first meeting on Tuesday, May 22.  An outline for five meetings has been set.  Meetings should be concluded sometime in August.  Date for the certification of district population was presented to the board.  The annual certification of the school district population was brought to the board.  This figure is used by the state in determining dollar amounts for areas within the Community Education program.  A brief explanation of the process used to establish the population figure was given.  Immediate approval was requested.
· MRVSEC:   No report.
· Dates to Note:   Dates were noted with a time established for the Wind Power Joint Powers meeting starting at 10:00 am on June 11.
COMMITTEE TO RISE

 Motion by  Dvorak and second by Beckius for the committee to rise.  Motion carried 6/0.
ACCEPT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS

 Motion by Reed and seconded by Beckius to accept the committee recommendation of levy update with resolution adoption at the next meeting and date to be established for a school board workshop in June.  Subcommittee reports were presented with a request for immediate action to certify the district population.  Dates were noted with a  time change established for the Wind Power Joint Powers meeting on June 11.
IMMEDIATE ACTION
 Motion by Beckius and second by Walerius to Certify the District Population at 19,206.6.  Roll call vote was taken with Beckius, Carlson, Dvorak, Fadden, Reed and Walerius for yes and Havlicek being absent.
CLOSED SESSION

 Following a five minute recess, the board entered into closed session at 7:25 pm for purposes of questions and answers on the Elementary Schools Plumbing issues and negotiations.
ADJOURNMENT 
 Motion by Beckius and second by Fadden to reopen and adjourn the May 21, 2005 Regular School Board meeting at 8:50 pm.
Summary of Regular School Board Meeting May 21, 2007
The Regular meeting of the New Prague Area Schools was called to order at 6:04 pm.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll was taken with board member Havlicek absent.  Presentation was made by representatives of the New Prague VFW of a United States Flag and a Minnesota Flag along with staffs.  Letter of appreciation and thank you will be sent to the organization.  Colleen Cardenuto and Tim Dittberner presented the Gifted & Talented Program that has begun in the school district.  A PowerPoint presentation can be viewed on the school district website.  Technology Integration Specialist Rick Bell and Shawn Brandt gave a presentation on the new Intell software purchased through the Federal Technology Grant and the staff development needed to include this software in the curriculum.  Approval of the agenda and Consent Agenda was given.  In Action, approval was given to the superintendent’s contract and a resolution was passed to approve the non-renewal of a non-tenures teacher.  Approval was given to the second reading of policies 418 & 419.  Policy 421 was tabled with clarification on dollar amount of a gift and past practice being brought to the board at the next meeting.  In Committee of the Whole, discussion on the Levy election was held.  The resolution for candidate filing was read and action requested at the next meeting.  A school board workshop needs to be scheduled to facilitate the election process.  Subcommittee reports were given including discussion on evaluation of coaches and administration, seeding of the soccer fields.  The energy task force will hold its first meeting on May 22,  2007.  Request for immediate action to certify the district population was made.  Dates were noted and the change in time for the Joint Powers Wind Power meeting was set at 10:00 am.  The committee rose, certified the district population and entered into closed session for purposes of question and answers on the Elementary Buildings plumbing issues and negotiation.  The board reopened and adjourned the meeting at 8:50 pm
