MINUTES OF THE Regular SCHOOL BOARD MEETING OF THE SCHOOL BOARD OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 721 SCOTT, RICE LE SUEUR COUNTIES, NEW PRAGUE, MINNESOTA 56071

 March  5,  2007
6:00 pm.
Middle School Resource Room
CALL TO ORDER

 Chairperson Reed called the March 5, 2007 Regular School board meeting to order at 6:00 PM
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

 Members rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL

Roll was taken with all members in attendance. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 Board member Beckius made a motion to approve the Agenda and Supplemental Agenda.  Motion was seconded by Fadden.  Motion carried 7/0.
CONSENT AGENDA
 Motion made by Fadden and second by Dvorak to approve items on the Consent Agenda.  Note was made of the two retirements and two resignations.
ACTION ITEMS 
· Second Reading and approval of Policy 630 – Kindergarten Early Admissions Policy and Procedure:  Motion was made by Beckius and seconded by Walerius to approve policy 630.  Motion carried.
MOTION FOR BOARD TO ACT AS A COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

 Motion by Fadden and second by Havlicek for the board to act as a committee of the whole.  Motion carried 7/0.
COMMITTEE ITEMS

·  Levy Election Update:  Budget preparations are underway that will become a basis for levy funding.  Board and administration are compiling names of community members who may be interested in leading a levy support campaign.
· Standing Committee Reports

· Executive Board:   No meeting
· Strategic Leadership:   
· Supplemental Agenda Item:  Calendar 2007/2008 and 2008/2009

Discussion on the school calendars was held. 2007/2008 calendar containing the Spring Break created issues of concern: academics, athletics and families vacations.  The 2007/2008 School Calendar without the spring break will need to have a staff workshop added before the calendar can be published.  The calendars for 2007/2008 without a spring break and 2008/2009 as presented were requested for immediate action.
· Supplemental Agenda Item:  Journey of Excellence, District Report Card mailing
Discussion was held on the two mailers that have been presented for distribution to the public.  The cost comparative between the ten page document and the oversized postcard was discussed.  Immediate action was requested to approve the mailing of the postcard notice of the report card  and to include a news article with a link to the full District Report Card.
· Review & Evaluation:   No meeting.
· MRVSEC:   Board Representative, Dennis Havlicek reports that the reorganization plan is coming along.  Smaller districts will share director.
· Dennis Havlicek gave a brief summary of the meeting held earlier in the day of the Wind-Power Joint Powers school districts.   

· Dates to Note:   Date for the April 16 board meeting was changed to April 12.  Other dates were noted.
COMMITTEE TO RISE

 Motion by Havlicek and second by Dvorak for the committee to rise.
ACCEPT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS

 Committee recommendation included immediate action to approve the 2007/2008 school calendar without spring break but to add a staff development day and the 2008/2009 school calendar as presented.  Immediate action of the postcard notification of the District Report Card was also requested along with a news item on the district webpage and a link to the full report card.  Full copies of the report card will be printed and delivered to strategic locations for the public to view.  Motion by Fadden and second by Havlicek to accept the committee report.
IMMEDIATE ACTION
Motion was made by Fadden and second by Havlicek to approve the 2007/2008 calendar without spring break and including an additional staff development date and the 2008/2009 school calendar as presented.  Motion carried 7/0.

Motion was made by Havlicek and seconded by Fadden to approve the mailing of the postcard notifying the public of the website to view the District Report Card and to post a news story on the website with a link to the document.  Copies of the complete report will be placed in strategic locations throughout the school district.  Motion carried 6/1 with Carlson voting against.
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion was made by Fadden and a second by Walerius to adjourn the March 5, 2005 Regular School Board meeting at 6:37pm.
Summary of Regular School Board Meeting  March 5, 2007
The Regular meeting of the New Prague Area Schools was called to order at  6:00 pm.  Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll taken with all board members in attendance.  Approval of the agenda and supplemental agenda items was approved.  The consent agenda received approval.  In Action, Policy 630 was granted the second reading and approved.  Committee items for discussion included the Levy Election with topics of budget and citizen volunteers being the primary topics.  The school calendars for 2007/2008 and 2008/2009 were discussed.  The committee decided to give immediate approval to the 2007/2008 calendar without the spring break but to include an additional staff development date, and the 2008/2009 calendar was approved with no change.  Discussion followed on the version of report card to mail to the residents of the school district.  Cost comparative was also discussed.  The board decided that the postcard notifying residents that the entire report card was online and the posting of a news article on the district web-site with a link to the full report along with full copies placed in strategic locations would be an appropriate and more cost effective way of informing the public. Dennis Havlicek gave a brief summary of the meeting held earlier in the day of the Wind-Power Joint Powers school districts.   Dates to note were noted with the date of the April 16 School Board meeting being changed to April 12. The committee rose, accepted the recommendation of the committee and immediately approved the calendars and the postcard notification of the district report card.  Meeting was adjourned at 6:37 PM.
