MINUTES OF THE Regular SCHOOL BOARD MEETING OF THE SCHOOL BOARD OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 721 SCOTT, RICE LE SUEUR COUNTIES, NEW PRAGUE, MINNESOTA 56071

 April 27, 2009 
6:30 pm.
Central Education Campus Board Room
CALL TO ORDER

 Chairperson Reed called the April 27, 2009 meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

 All rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL

Roll was taken with board member Havlicek absent.
SPECIAL PRESENTATION
 Early Childhood Special Education teachers and pre school students demonstrated how the “Smart Board” works and how it is used in Early Childhood classes.  Use of the smart board aids in the development of social skills, cognitive learning, turn taking while allowing students to be active in the classroom.
Rich Wilson and Megan McCloud represented the Falcon Ridge Teachers who are using Electronic Communication with students, parents, grandparents, etc.  Teacher Websites contain information that can be accessed from any computer, information is view and not printing saving the environment, a wide variety of website and pages can be created and it shows parents what students are doing on a daily or weekly basis.  Ms. McCloud demonstrated the ease in blogging and the myriad of information that can be viewed.  Elementary levels use blogging for parents, grandparents, etc. to view what is happening in their student’s classroom.  Movies of the class can also be viewed in the blog.  The Middle and High School are using blogs for posting assignments, and questions that students and parents can answer online.
Carver Scott Cooperative Superintendent Randy Zitterkopf gave an overview of what Carver School Educational Cooperative is.  New Prague is looking at becoming a member district of the coop.  We currently are using and paying for selected programs through CSEC but by becoming a member additional all CSEC programs are available under the membership.  Goals set by the cooperative are financial transparency member districts; program, curriculum and testing align with member districts; technology and what it can do allowing  CSEC to pursue standards based on on-line learning and finally using data research for at risk students.  Request for the approval of membership will be brought to the board at the next meeting.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  Motion was made by Beckius and seconded by Pint to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 6/0
CONSENT AGENDA
Motion was made by Pint and seconded by Walerius to approve all items on the consent agenda.  Motion carried 6/0. 
ACTION ITEMS 
· Approve change of date for the May 25th Meeting due to Memorial Day Holiday:  Motion was made by Walerius to change the meeting date to Tuesday, May 26th.  Motion was seconded by Beckius.  Motion carried 6/0.

· Approve the Resolution calling for non-renewal of non tenured staff:  Motion was made by Reed to call for the adoption of the resolution calling for the non-renewal of non tenured staff members Karmen Blakeborough, Ryan Finke, Stacy Hemann, Bethany Otto, Jeanette Wallskop.   Motion was seconded by Walerius.  Roll call vote was taken for each non-renewal with all board members voting yes and Havlicek absent.
MOTION FOR BOARD TO ACT AS A COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

 Motion was made by Walerius and seconded by Dvorak for the board to act as a committee of the whole.  Motion carried 6/0.
COMMITTEE ITEMS

· Presentation of the March Treasurers Report, the March Cash Flow and budget indicators for 2008 and 2009:  Finance Director Dan Pyan presented the March budget figures to the board.  

· Preliminary Budget Presentation:  Finance Director presented the preliminary budget.  Using information as it stands at the moment; a budget for the coming school year has been created.   Legislature has not allocated monies for the coming year so the budget is compiled using 0% raise in state aid.  Statute mandates that a school district budget must be approved by June.  
· Standing Committee Reports

· Superintendents Report

· Good News:  The NPAS equestrian Team has six members for the 2009 season – an excellent start for a developing team.  Kids Company at all of the elementary schools was awarded the Congressional Community Service Award by Congressman John Klein for their many service projects including blanket for Mala Strana residents, letters to veterans, goodie boxes for the troops, holiday ornaments for senior citizens and cleaning up the school grounds.  Earth day was celebrated at Raven Stream Elementary.  All grades were assigned an area of the campus for cleanup.  Student received a seedling tree in honor of Arbor Day.  Raven Stream also took part in the Weather Awareness Week. New Prague High School School within a School students celebrated Earth Day by helping landscape the yard of Math Teacher Joe Bisek.  Mr. Bisek is on leave of absence from the district while he serves his second tour of duty in Iraq.  Donations for the landscaping were made by Brian Feist, Jake Haugh of H&H landscaping and Dominos who provided the lunch.  Griffin Parriott, a fifth grader at Falcon Ridge won the USA Wrestling Folkstyle championship in April.  The first round of interviews for the principal position at Eagle View will be on May 4 & 5.  
· Executive Board:    Met and approved agenda for tonight’s meeting
· Strategic Leadership:   no meeting
· Review & Evaluation:  First reading of student handbooks 
· High School

· Middle School

· Elementary buildings
· first reading of policies
· Policy 214 Travel by School Board Members

· Policy 513 Student Promotion, Retention and Program Design

· Policy 513.1  Testing Out of Classes 

· Policy  519  Interviews with Students by Outside Agents

· Policy  526  Hazing Prevention

· Policy  528  Student, Parental, Family Marital Non-Discrimination

· Policy 545  Graduation Fee

· MRVSEC:    Board member absent
· SEPAC:  Alternate board member Dvorak and Superintendent Menozzi attended the SEPAC meeting.
· Dates to Note: Dates were noted.  There are a lot of activities in the buildings as we approach the end of the year.     
 MOTION FOR THE BOARD TO RISE
Motion by Reed and second by Pint for the board to rise.  Motion carried 6/0.
ADJOURNMENT 
 Motion was made by Beckius and seconded by Walerius for the meeting to adjourn.  Motion carried 6/0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm.
