MINUTES OF THE Regular SCHOOL BOARD MEETING OF THE SCHOOL BOARD OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 721 SCOTT, RICE LE SUEUR COUNTIES, NEW PRAGUE, MINNESOTA 56071

 February 22, 2010
6:30 pm.
Central Education Campus Board Room
CALL TO ORDER

 Chairperson Walerius called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
ROLL CALL

Roll was taken with Board Member Reed absent.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

 All rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
  Chairperson Walerius asked Superintendent Menozzi if there were any additions, changes or deletions to the agenda.  Superintendent informed the board that Dan Pyan, Finance Director would not be in attendance at tonight’s meeting but information would be brought to the board by Colleen Cardenuto and Superintendent Menozzi.  Motion was made by Havlicek and seconded by Pint to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 6/0. 
CONSENT AGENDA
Motion was made by Dvorak, seconded by Havlicek to approve all items on the consent agenda.  Motion carried 4/1/1 with Carlson voting against and Pint abstaining from the vote. 
REPORTS

Tim Rybak presented the enrollment figures and the projections for the coming school year.
Superintendent Menozzi presented an abbreviated version of the budget update.  Due to the formula used by the state, most school districts find themselves in need of passing referendums to cover the cost of education of students.  Due to the reliance on referendums, there is a threat across the state as some districts have no referendums while other have had the maximum approved by voters.  
BOARD UPDATES

Policy:  Multiple policies are in packet for first reading and will be brought to the next meeting for approval.
MRVSEC: The MRVSEC board had their first reading of the budget.  Reductions will need to be made due to many districts taking back programs.
Carver/Scott Education Cooperative:  Budget is about to overflow.  There will be a great need for belt tightening.
Negotiations:  No report
SEPAC:  Meeting next week
Community Ed:  Advisory council met last week.  Work is currently being done on the next brochure and summer programs.
SUPERINTENDENT UPDATES


Good News:  A new student at the middle was asked how his first week went.  He replied with a large smile and a big “Great”.  Several Middle School Teachers have received letters/emails of appreciation from parents on how their teaching is affecting the lives of their student.  Congratulations to Tim Dittberner for being selected Administrator of the year for the Hennepin Division from the Minnesota Association of Secondary School Principals.  Reminder that April 8 is the Strategic Planning Community meeting at the high school.  A six year old at Eagle View Elementary had a picture published in USA Today Hockey.  Raven Stream Elementary received many positive comments on the recent conferences that were held.  The One Act Play placed second at sectionals this year.  An employer and parent of five children attending St. Wenceslaus wrote a letter commending the outstanding job done by the Middle School teachers in the transition of a St. Wenc. Student to the Middle School.  The high school hosted an invitational for Knowledge Bowl on January 29th.  Twelve schools and 32 teams took part in the invitational.  Joy Blanchard of Metro ECSU spent several days working with the Raven Stream Staff. Raven Stream has begun their annual Pennies for Patients drive.  Their goal is to collect $2500.00 in pennies.  The sixth grade little League Team collected $930 for the victims of the earthquake in Haiti.  The RMG Home Financing Company donated a$100 to Eagle View as a beneficiary of a referral from a parent at Eagle View. The Middle School Study is continuing their work.  They will attend at two day site visit and should have an evaluation to the board by December of 2010.  Raven Stream Elementary School is conducting open computer labs for grades 3, 4, and 5.  High School students are doing the supervision along with assisting students. And, finally, over 500 families have signed up for the Emergency Message Service that was begun in January.  Family who have completed the registration process will receive a text or email message with the emergency message.
OLD BUSINESS

No Old Business
NEW BUSINESS

No New Business
RECOMMENDED FOR ACTION

· Requesting approval of the School Calendar for 2010/2011 school year:  Motion made by Pint and seconded by Havlicek for approval of the calendar.  Motion carried 6/0.
· Requesting approval of the Comparable School Districts:  Colleen Cardenuto, Director of Teaching, Learning and Assessment filled in for the finance director.  The list of comparable districts was presented to the board.  Multiple questions arose regarding the choices that were made.  Board Member Havlicek made a motion to table the discussion and approval of the comparable district to the next meeting.  The motion was seconded by Pint.  Motion carried 6/0.

· Request for approval of the resolution to accept a donation to the weight room at the high school.  The resolution was read with a motion by Pint and second by Walerius to approve the resolution.  Roll call vote was taken with all members voting in favor and Reed absent.
CLOSED SESSION (for purposes of negotiations)
The board entered into a five minute recess at 7:03 and reconvened in a closed session for purposes of negotiations at 7:10.
ADJOURNMENT 

 The board reopened and adjourned their meeting at 7:39 pm.
Summary of Regular School Board Meeting February 22, 2010.  The Board Meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.  Roll was taken with board member Reed absent.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  A request for changes, additions and/or deletions was asked of the superintendent.  Dan Pyan was not in attendance due to the family emergency and his reports will be given by the superintendent and the Director of Teaching, Learning and Assessment.  Having received this information, the agenda was approved.    The consent agenda was approved with a 4/1/1 vote with Pint abstaining and Carlson votes against. Tim Rybak presented the enrollment figures and the projections for the coming school year.  Superintendent Menozzi presented an abbreviated version of the budget update.  Due to the formula used by the state, most school districts find themselves in need of passing referendums to cover the cost of education of students.  Due to the reliance on referendums, there is a threat across the state as some districts have no referendums while other have had the maximum approved by voters.  Reports were received from numerous board subcommittees. Superintendent Menozzi presented the “Good News” of the district to the board.  The request for approval of the 2010/2011 School Calendar was unanimous.  Information was received and discussion held on the choices for comparative districts.  A motion was made to table the approval of the comparable districts to the March 22nd meeting. The resolution for accepting a donation to the high school was read and motions were made for approval.  Roll call vote was taken with the resolution passing.  The meeting went into a five minute recess before entering into a closed session for purposes of negotiations.  At 7:39 pm, the meeting was reopened and adjourned.   
