Committee Agenda 01-31-05
·  Standing Committee Reports – 

·  Policy & Philosophy
· Review and Evaluation

· Strategic Leadership
· Dates to Note
	EVENT
	DATE
	LOCATION
	TIME

	School Board
	
	
	

	Board Meeting
	February 14   
	Middle School Board Rm
	7:00 pm

	
	March 3 (Thursday)
	Middle School Board Rm
	7:00 pm

	Standing Committee Meetings
	
	
	

	Strategic Leadership
	February 3
	Frankie Office
	6:30 pm

	
	February 17
	Frankie’s Office
	6:30 pm

	Policy & Philosophy
	 February 22
	Frankie’s Office
	6:30 pm

	Review & Evaluation
	 February 9
	DO Conference Rm
	7:30 am

	  
	February 23
	Frankie’s Office
	7:30 am

	
	March 9
	DO Conference Rm
	7:30 am

	Executive
	February 4
	Frankie’s Office
	8:30 am

	
	February 18
	Frankie’s Office
	8:30 am

	
	March 4
	Frankie’s Office
	8:30 am

	Negotiations
	February 9
	DO Conference Rm
	6:00 pm

	
	February 16
	DO Conference Rm
	6:00 pm

	Notables
	
	
	

	President’s Day 
	February 21
	No School k-12
	

	
	
	
	

	High School
	
	
	

	Snoball Week
	January 31 – Feb 5
	
	

	Snoball Dance
	February 5
	
	

	Speech Tournament
	February 12
	
	

	Band Pop Concert
	February 14
	High School Auditorium
	7:30 pm

	Middle School
	
	
	

	BST – Reading
	February 1
	
	

	BST – Math
	February 3
	
	

	PAC
	February 8
	Media Center
	7-8:30 pm

	Intermediate School
	
	
	

	Conferences
	February 7
	
	12:15 – 8:00 PM

	Conferences
	February 8
	
	4:15 – 8 pm

	Primary School
	
	
	

	2nd Grade Fitness Fever Night
	February 4
	
	6:30-7”30 PM

	Conferences
	February 7
	
	12:15 – 8:00 PM

	Conferences
	February 8
	
	4:15 – 8 pm

	Special Services
	
	
	

	SEPAC
	February 15
	DO Conference Room
	6:30 pm

	Community Services
	
	
	


· Consider approval of Adaptive Floor Hockey Program
Adaptive Floor Hockey

Proposal for your consideration:
We seek your approval to add adaptive floor hockey to the list of varsity sports offered by New Prague Area Schools.  With your approval, we will be able to seek certification of the team by the Minnesota State High School League (MSHSL).

What is Adaptive Floor Hockey?

Adaptive floor hockey is one of the sports sanctioned by the MSHSL designed to provide students with disabilities a competitive activity in which to participate. Although it is a competitive sport, adaptive floor hockey fosters a spirit of cooperation with students and parents from teams across Minnesota coming together to cheer each other and create lasting friendships.  
Adaptive floor hockey is a sport for students with disabilities that is much like ice hockey, but played on a basketball court with sneakers. Many of the same rules of ice hockey apply to adaptive floor hockey. Students are equipped with plastic hockey sticks, helmets, shin guards, and gloves. The games typically have three fifteen-minute periods. 

How does the MSHSL sanction this sport?

The MSHSL has created two divisions for adaptive floor hockey: Cognitive Impairments (CI) and Physical Impairments (PI).  To be eligible to compete in one of these divisions, the students involved in adaptive floor hockey must meet certain eligibility criteria. The CI division would be the best choice for our team due to the specific disabilities of the majority of the interested students. To compete in the CI division, students must have an ability score of 70 or below, qualifying them for special education services under the criteria for Developmental Cognitive Delay.  

How was student and parent interest assessed?

Prior to bringing this request to the school board, we sought input from students with disabilities and their parents. An interest questionnaire was sent to parents of middle and high school students with disabilities who would be eligible to compete on an adaptive floor hockey team. The response was overwhelming! Parents and students expressed interest and excitement over the prospect of having this athletic opportunity in New Prague.  In total, eighteen students indicated they would like to join the team. 

In Summary

We have been overwhelmed by the support from the district staff, parents, students, and other schools districts who currently field adaptive floor hockey teams. During the 2004-05 school year, a community team has been formed in response to student interest in adaptive floor hockey. A Minnesota State High School League varsity level adaptive floor hockey team developed and facilitated collaboratively by the Athletic and Special Education Departments would be a wonderful addition to the programs currently offered by New Prague Area Schools. It would give students with disabilities an after school activity, lessons in teamwork, friendships with students around Minnesota, and a sense of belonging and community. 

The students involved in the community team have shown great pride in being part of the team--even though the team has only been in existence for two weeks. It is amazing to think of the possibilities, self-esteem, and self-worth our students would gain by being involved in a district-sponsored sport. 

Thank you for your interest and support!

Lynn Broberg


Darren Kermes


Jennifer Oxborough
Life Skills Teacher

Director of Special Services

Chair, Special Education 

Parent Advisory Council

