Summary of Regular School Board Meeting November 27, 2006

The Regular meeting of the New Prague Area Schools was called to order at 6:30 pm.  Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll taken with all board members in attendance.  Approval was given for the agenda and the consent agenda. In Committee, the Journey of Excellence .MCAA II final test score results were tabled to the December 12 meeting when an updated Journey of Excellence/District Report Card will be presented to the board in its entirety.  Finance Director Rod Zivkovich presented the State Department of Education Audit Report on Transportation for the 2004/2005 School Year.  Student Count, Miles traveled and UFARS coding were reviewed.  The audit further stated that Special Education vans are not allowed to carry non-special Ed students.  Overall, results were very favorable for our district with an error in dollar amounts benefiting the school district.  Information only, no action needed.  Overview of Instructional Spending:  Rod Zivkovich, Finance Director, reconfigured instructional spending vs. Admin/support service to the way MDE recommends for uniform comparison with other districts and to the state.  Using this configuration, our dollars received and spent per student are lower in almost all areas in comparison with other districts and the state.  Information only, no action needed.  No Construction update was given due to the presenter not being able to attend meeting.  Board discussion of Policy 610 – Field Trips was conducted.  Following lengthy discussion the policy was sent to the Policy & Philosophy Sub-Committee for further discussion on the addition of learning objectives, freshman attendance, affordability, and guidelines on non-chaperone parties/parents making the trip.  Recommendation was also made to review this policy in comparison to our other comparative districts.  A revised policy will be brought to the board for first and second reading and approval.  No action at this time.  Set January date for Re-organization of Board and Sub-Committee meeting dates in December:  January 18, 2007, 6:30 pm is date and time for the reorganization of the school board for the year 2007.  December 4, 2006 is date for Strategic Leadership at 7:00 pm and Policy & Philosophy at 5:30 pm.  Strategic Leadership will meet on December 6 at 7:30 AM in the Business Office.  First Reading of Policies:  506 – Student Discipline; 514 Bullying Prohibition; 516 – Administration of Medications in School; and 525 – Violence Protection.  Second reading and approval requested for the next meeting.  Sub-Committee reports received were Strategic Leadership on the upcoming Operating Levy; Policy & philosophy with the results of their meeting were the policies for first reading; Review & Evaluation met to review bids for construction and the soccer fields.  MRVSEC information was presented at the previous meeting by Darren Kermes.  Executive Board had no meeting.  Dates to note were noted and including the dates set at during the meeting.  The board rose and adjourned their meeting at 7:40 pm.

