Summary of Regular School Board Meeting May 7, 2007

The Regular meeting of the New Prague Area Schools was called to order at 6:02 pm. Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll taken with board member Carlson absent. A special presentation was made in the form of a proclamation in honor of National Teachers Week:  Swiss Psychiatrist Carl Gustav Jung noted that: “One looks back with appreciation to the brilliant teachers, but with gratitude to those who touched our human feelings. The curriculum is so much necessary raw material, but warmth is the vital element for the growing plant and for the soul of the child.” Thanks to our many outstanding New Prague Area Teachers during this National Teacher Appreciation Week.  New Prague Area Schools Board of Directors, 05/07/2007.  Chairperson Bob Reed also presented the information on a cow sculpture that was donated to the Middle School for the Art Department.
 Larry Pint addresses the board during Open Forum expressing his concern with adding a new program at a cost of future cuts to other established programs.  He also stated his concern with board meeting starting at 6:00 making it very hard for people who work in the cities to return to town in time for the meeting.  Steve Kehrli also spoke to the board asking that the Soccer program go forward as was planned citing the high numbers of participants in the community education course will assure that the program will only become larger.   A change in the order of the agenda was requested with committee items discussed prior to action.  The consent agenda was approved unanimously.  In Committee, the board received information on a new dental insurance plan, received and reviewed changes to the budget for 2007/2008 and discussed in depth the start of the Soccer program in the district.  The levy election update discussed the need for the budget to be approved allowing finance to develop a series of budgets for future years so determination can be made on the dollar amount needed for the levy question.  Committee reports included the presentation of the budget to all sub-committee and the executive committee working on agenda and the superintendent’s contract.  Strategic Leadership brought three policies for first reading with approval at the May 21 meeting.  Review and Evaluation reported on the construction update that was part of their meeting.  Tim Rybak brought a change order to the board asking for their approval to award the contract to SAFE Seating and Athletic Facilities Enterprises for the bleacher for the Auxiliary Gym at the High School addition and also to purchase the safety handrail system for the current bleachers.  Monies will be received from insurance for the auxiliary gym floor water damage.  The main gym floor will be critiqued following the end of the school year and graduation.  Dennis Havlicek reported that MRVSEC board of directors has passed a resolution eliminating one coordinator, they have viewed the first copy of the school calendar and a preliminary budget was also presented.  Wind Power/Joint Powers will hold their next meeting on Monday, June 11.  NSBA National Convention report was given by Don Dvorak.  He stated that booster clubs are being scrutinized for the amount of money that they keep in bank accounts. Advertising in school buildings is becoming a large financial gain for schools.  Administration is being assigned to multiple school districts as a way of conserving funds.  Every Day Kindergarten is receiving a huge push nationally along with major changes coming in No Child Left Behind.  Moved the executive meeting scheduled for May 10 to May 9 and reviewed other dates to note.  Chairperson Reed reminded board members to attend the extra curricular activities at the end of the school year.  The committee rose and accepted committee recommendations.  Immediate action was taken to approve entering into the Health Partners Dental Program.  The Budget for 2007/2008 was approved and granted approval to award the bid contract for the bleachers and additional safety rails at the high school.  Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm.
