Dear School Board Members,

I will present a proposed scheduling plan at the school board meeting on March 29.  If implemented, the proposed plan will drastically change the curriculum and scope and sequence of our allied arts subject areas.

The rationale for making this change is that I believe it will provide an optimum structure to increase student achievement in all subject areas, and also meet the needs of all of our students.  The pros’ and cons’ for making this change are listed on a separated page.

You should be aware that Family & Consumer Science (FACS) is a subject area that I am considering eliminating from the middle school curriculum.  There is a currently an overlap in curriculum (i.e. mental health) with health, and a multitude of problems associated with the eighth grade curriculum (sewing).  Our current FACS teacher, Sandy Wadsworth, has informed me that she will be retiring from teaching at the end of this school year.

If you have any questions or concerns about this proposed plan, please feel free contact me at any time.  I look forward to meeting with you on March 29.

Sincerely,

Tim Dittberner

Middle School Principal
NEW PRAGUE MIDDLE SCHOOL

DAILY SCHEDULE
2004-2005
EIGHTH GRADE
7:35-7:55

7:55-9:25

9:30-11:00
11:00-11:40
11:40-12:25
12:25-12:50
12:55-2:25

Advisory

Block 1

Block 2

Reading

Band/Choir
Lunch


PE/Health





Lang. Arts

Math






STEP






FACS/Tech Ed.





Soc. Studies
Science













Art/Computers
8 core teachers

4 pe/health teachers

4 allied arts teachers

216 students

108 - Beethoven’s 8th
108 - daVinci’s
average core & allied arts class size: 27.0

SEVENTH GRADE
7:35-7:55

7:55-9:25

9:30-11:00
11:00-11:40
11:40-12:05
12:09-12:51
12:55-2:25

Advisory

Block 1

PE/Health

Band/Choir
Lunch


Reading

Block 2




Lang. Arts

FACS/Tech. Ed.
STEP






Journaling

Math





Soc. Studies
Art/Computers












Science

8 core teachers

4 pe/health teachers

4 allied arts teachers

232 students

116 - Beatles

116 - The 7th Renaissance
average core & allied arts class size: 29.0
SIXTH GRADE

7:35-7:55

7:55-9:25

9:30-11:00
11:00-11:25
11:29-11:59
11:59-1:40
1:40-2:25

Advisory

PE/Health

Block 1

Lunch


Reading

Block 2

Band/Choir





FACS/Tech Ed
Lang. Arts









Math


STEP




Art/Computers
Soc. Studies








Science

9 core teachers

4 pe/health teachers

4 allied arts teachers

246 students

115 - The Mindwaves

81 - Team Snoopy

50 - The Wonka’s
average core class size: 25-29

average allied arts class size: 29-33


NEW PRAGUE MIDDLE SCHOOL

PROPOSED DAILY SCHEDULE
2005-2006
EIGHTH GRADE
7:35-7:55

7:55-9:25

9:30-11:00
11:00-11:40
11:40-12:25
12:25-12:50
12:55-2:25

Advisory

Block 1

Block 2

Reading

Band/Choir
Lunch


PE/Health





Lang. Arts

Allied Arts




STEP






Math




Soc. Studies
Science





Elective Class





8 core teachers

4 pe/health teachers

6 math teachers
240 students (projected)

average core class size: 30.0

average pe/health class size: 30.0

average math class size: 20.0

SEVENTH GRADE

7:35-7:55

7:55-9:25

9:30-11:00
11:00-11:40
11:40-12:05
12:09-12:51
12:55-2:25

Advisory

Block 1

PE/Health

Band/Choir
Lunch


Reading

Block 2





Lang. Arts

Math 


STEP






Journaling

Allied Arts





Soc. Studies




Elective Class








Science

10 core teachers

4 pe/health teachers

6 math teachers

260 students (projected)

average core class size: 26.0

average pe/health class size: 32.5

average math class size: 21.7

SIXTH GRADE

7:35-7:55

7:55-9:25

9:30-11:00
11:00-11:25
11:29-11:59
11:59-1:40
1:40-2:25

Advisory

PE/Health

Block 1

Lunch


Reading

Block 2

Band/Choir





Math


Lang. Arts









Allied Arts
STEP









Soc. Studies








Science

Elective Class
8 core teachers

4 pe/health teachers

6 math teachers

232 students (projected)

average core class size: 29.0

average pe/health class size: 29.0

average math class size: 19.3

PROPOSED FLEXIBLE BLOCK SCHEDULE

2005-2006

“Math Out of the House”
Pro’s

We will be doing a better job of meeting the students’ needs in math.

With algebra out of the core, it will allow for a more flexible block schedule.

Class sizes will be lower for all math classes in grades 6, 7 & 8.

Teaming will improve in math and physical education/health because of common curricula.

Allied arts will become more valued because they are part of the core, rather than isolated outside on their own.

Students will have physical education/health every day the entire year.

High achieving students who are not in band or choir, will be allowed the opportunity to take an elective class during the STEP period.

Adding two allied arts teachers will possibly increase opportunities for new curriculum or provide more depth to current curriculum.

Con’s
We will lose the exploratory concept of having each allied art subject each year.

There is no “like” model to copy from.

With math out of the core, communication will be more complex.

ALLIED ARTS OFFERINGS
2004-2005
6TH Grade

Physical Education and Health

18 weeks






Art










9 weeks





Technology Education




9 weeks





Family & Consumer Science


9 weeks





Computers








9 weeks

7TH Grade

Physical Education and Health

18 weeks






Art










9 weeks





Technology Education




9 weeks





Family & Consumer Science


9 weeks






Computers








9 weeks

8TH Grade

Physical Education and Health

18 weeks






Art










9 weeks





Technology Education




9 weeks





Family & Consumer Science


9 weeks






Computers








9 weeks

ALLIED ARTS OFFERINGS

2005-2006
6TH Grade

Physical Education and Health

36 weeks






?











18 weeks





?











18 weeks

7TH Grade

Physical Education and Health

36 weeks






?











18 weeks





?











18 weeks

8TH Grade

Physical Education and Health

36 weeks






?











18 weeks





?











18 weeks

POSSIBLE ALLIED ARTS OFFERINGS

2005-2006

Computers

Art

Technology Education

Family & Consumer Science

Spanish

German

* Any of the above listed allied art subjects areas may be offered in more than one year.
