The benefits of having a tool as encompassing as the SMART board has expanded on the learning opportunities, not only for our students, but for professional development among staff as well. Team members can enhance their skills to incorporate a variety of teaching strategies and access additional accommodations.  This unique technology has evolved the organizational system to allow for teachers to file their resources and files right on the computer in classroom making it accessible to the other teachers that are accessing the classroom at different times.  Each teacher or class can store files, books, and games into folders.  The opportunities are endless, therefore training will be ongoing in order to meet each student’s educational needs as he or she enters the class year to year.  The Early Childhood Special Education team has taken the theories and wisdom presented at the beginning of the school year by Marcia Tate and incorporated the idea that children learn through a variety of activities such as games, visuals, movement, technology, drawing, role play, and music.

Early Childhood Special Education Team Members:

Sharon Drazenovich, ECSE Teacher - Center-based program

Amy Vandenberg, ECSE Teacher/Autism Resource Specialist - Center-based Autism program

Angie Pahl, ECSE Speech/Language Pathologist - Center-based and Inclusion programs

Kari Dolezal, Paraprofessional - Center-based and Inclusion programs
Children: Tyler, Eric, Aiden, Andrew
Using the Smartboard in the Early Childhood Special Education Classroom:
The Smart Board is implemented into the center-based ECSE classroom.  The following ECSE programs are utilizing the Smart Board during each class session: 1.  ECSE program serving children from three years to five years of age; 2. Autism social-communication skills program, serving children from three to five years of age; and 3. Transition program, serving children from two-and-a-half to three years of age.
Educational benefits for young children with disabilities:
Adaptive:  Fosters independence
Social-Emotional Behavior: Turn-taking, Learning names of peers and adults
Cognitive:  Increases the child’s ability to attend and participate; Incorporating developmentally appropriate skills within different instructional formats such as sort and labeling games.
Communication:  Provides opportunities for expressive communication such as requesting and commenting; Allows for processing time to promote success when answering questions during instructional tasks.
Motor:  Incorporate movement and motor coordination; Fine motor skills, such as, writing simple shapes or his/her name are embedded within routine activities that are repeated throughout the day.
